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THE MAIN TAKEAWAYS FROM
THE UN"S ANNUAL REPORT

How BIG IS THE EMISSIONS GAP EXACTLY?

TO LIMIT TEMPERATURE RISE, ANNUAL GLOBAL EMISSIONS IN
2030 NEED TO BE THIS MUCH LOWER THAN COUNTRIES'
CcOMBINED (UNCONDITIONAL) MITIGATION PLEDGES:
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GtCO,e. GtCO,e.

IN 2019, TotAL GHG EMISSIONS — INCLUDING FROM LAND=-USE
CHANGE — REACHED A RECORD HIGH OoF 59.1 GtCO,e.

HoLp oN, How MucH Is A ‘GtCO,e.’?

‘GtCO,e.” STANDS FOR ‘GIGATONNES OF CARBON DIOXIDE EQUIVALENT . IT’s A
SIMPLIFIED WAY OF PUTTING EMISSIONS OF VARIOUS GHGS ON A COMMON FOOTING.
ONE GIGATONNE IS ONE THOUSAND MILLION TONNES, WHICH IS ABOUT

DOES THE PANDEMIC PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
THE WORLD TO SLASH GHG EMISSIONS?

A GREEN PANDEMIC RECOVERY COULD CUT UP TO 25% OFF
THE EMISSIONS WE WOULD EXPECT TO SEE IN 2030. THAT'S
WITHIN THE RANGE OF EMISSION CUTS THAT GIVES US A 66 %

CHANCE OF HOLDING TEMPERATURES TO BELOW 2°C

BuT ONLY AROUND ONE-QUARTER OF G20 MEMBERS
HAVE DEDICATED SHARES OF THEIR SPENDING — UP TO
3% oF GDP — EXPLICITLY TO LOW=-CARBON MEASURES

THERE STILL REMAINS A WINDOW OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR NATIONS TO IMPLEMENT
LOW=CARBON POLICIES. GOVERNMENTS CAN
TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY IN THEIR NEXT STAGE OF
STIMULUS PACKAGES.
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WITH THE POTENTIAL TO BOOST ECONOMIES,
STIMULATE EMPLOYMENT AND DRIVE A LOW=CARBON TRANSITION:
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THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE FUTURE CAN STILL BE SHAPED THROUGH
DECISIONS YET TO BE MADE ON THE COMPOSITION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
ANNOUNCED RECOVERY PACKAGES AND FUTURE RECOVERY ACTIONS...
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So How caN WE BRIDGE THE G A P?

AS WELL AS ENHANCED ACTION BY G20 MEMBERS, EVERY NATION SHOULD SET A NET ZERO
BY 2050 TARGET AND IMPLEMENT LONG-TERM MITIGATION STRATEGIES. AND:

SUPPORT LOW=EMISSIONS TECHNOLOGIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

OPTIONS INCLUDE LOW-CARBON AND RENEWABLE ENERGY, LOW=-CARBON
TRANSPORT, ZERO-ENERGY BUILDINGS, CLEAN HYDROGEN, ENERGY STORAGE,
LOW-CARBON MATERIALS, AND CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE (CCS)

BEGIN TO PHASE OUT FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES

IF ALL FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES WERE PHASED OUT GLOBALLY, IT WOULD LEAD TO A
REDUCTION OF GLOBAL CO, EMissioNs oF up To 10% By 2030

PHASE OUT COAL=FIRED POWER PLANTS

THE UK PROVIDES A SUCCESSFUL CASE STUDY: IN THE FIRST HALF oF 2020, THE
COUNTRY WENT 67 DAYS WITHOUT COAL-FIRED POWER, THE LONGEST PERIOD SINCE
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION BEGAN. THE UK WILL END cOAL USE IN 2024

PROMOTE AND SCALE UP NATURE=BASED SOLUTIONS

INCLUDING LARGE-SCALE LANDSCAPE RESTORATION AND REFORESTATION.
NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS, SUCH AS PROTECTING MANGROVES OR PLANTING TREES,
MOP UP CARBON, BOOST BIODIVERSITY AND INCREASE RESILIENCE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

TACKLE AVIATION AND SHIPPING SECTOR EMISSIONS, WHICH ACCOUNT
FOR 5% OF GLOBAL EMISSIONS TODAY — BUT ARE GROWING RAPIDLY

IF CURRENT TRENDS CONTINUE, COMBINED INTERNATIONAL EMISSIONS FROM
SHIPPING AND AVIATION WILL LIKELY CONSUME BETWEEN 60 AND 220% OF
ALLOWABLE CO, EMissIONS BY 2050 uNDER THE 1.5°C SCENARIO

ENABLE AND ENCOURAGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND CONSUMERS TO AVOID
HIGH=CARBON CONSUMPTION AND MOVE TO LOW=CARBON ALTERNATIVES

EQUITY IS CENTRAL TO ADDRESSING LIFESTYLES — THE COMBINED EMISSIONS OF THE
RICHEST 1% OF THE WORLD ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN TWICE THE POOREST 50%

NET ZERO PLEDGES SHOULD TURN INTO ROBUST NET ZERO PLANS

WITH TWO-THIRDS OF THE WORLD NOW COVERED BY NET ZERO PLEDGES,
IT'S TIME TO CHANGE THE FOCUS FROM PLEDGING TO DELIVERING.
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