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_____________________________________________________________
“A key aspect to GIA is the pre-agreement between government (MPI) 
and industry groups around decisions and actions on how to respond in 
the event of a pest incursion.”

Potatoes New Zealand Inc. (PNZ) has 
now signed the GIA Deed for Biosecurity 
Readiness and Response. The GIA Deed 
is a legal Deed developed by a joint 
Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and 
industry working group and contains high 
level biosecurity principles and baseline 
commitments.

We all know that New Zealand’s 
biosecurity system encompasses offshore, 
border and on-shore activities that 
manage the risk new pests entering into 
the country. PNZ and other signatories 
have an important role to play across the 
biosecurity continuum through GIA.

Our commitments 

Under GIA, government and industry 
groups (signatories) commit to joint 
decision making and joint cost sharing 
in relation to biosecurity issues. This 
collaborative partnership approach 
provides more certainty that high priority 
pests will be found and responded to 
within an appropriate timeframe.

As part of our GIA requirements, PNZ 
will now take a more active involvement 
across the biosecurity system in a bid 
to reduce the likelihood of new pests 
entering New Zealand. Through joint 
decision making and resource sharing, 
approaches are discussed and agreed.

How  GIA works for better 
biosecurity

The GIA Deed provides for the 
development of operational agreements 
which are detailed documents which 
individual industry GIA Deed signatory 
groups develop and agree with MPI. They 
commit parties to undertaking certain 
activities and cost sharing to deliver an 
agreed biosecurity outcome for readiness 
and/or response. These are commitments 
to biosecurity outcomes over and above 
the minimum commitments in the GIA 
Deed.

Operational agreements may be either 
pest specific to a crop or may be cross-

sectoral. For example, our Solanaceae 
crops share many common pests of 
concern, so there are several potential 
combinations that an operational 
agreement can be drafted around. PNZ 
Inc. will be consulting with growers on 
any operational agreements before they 
are signed.

How are the costs shared?

Under GIA, the proportion of cost share is 
set for each operational agreement that is 
signed based on the assessed benefit to 

Vol 72  No 01PRODUCT GROUPS38

PotatoesNZ Inc.




