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EECA’s strategy

Energy users save energy, money 
and reduce emissions.
Energy productivity and 
resilience improves.

Our mission

Our desired outcome

Mobilise New Zealanders to be 
world leaders in clean and 
clever energy use.

Energy efficiency first

Empower energy users

Accelerate renewable energy

Efficient energy use is the first option users adopt.

Users are empowered to control their energy.

Users transition to low emissions energy.



Energy System



Solar use is increasing but there is still plenty of potential

• Opportunity remains to increase 
uptake of renewables 

• EECA is increasing the focus on 
solar as system options improve 

• Support for all energy users 
continues through a range of 
programmes

Energy use

EECA Annual report 23/24



Electricity generation over past 5 years (2020-2024)

New Zealand’s generates ~80-88% 
electricity from renewable sources
Balance generated from burning fossil 
fuels
Our capacity for solar, wind and 
geothermal generation is increasing
From 2023 to 2024 we recorded a 
60.2% increase in solar generation

NZ electricity generation
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Source: MBIE Electricity statistics

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/building-and-energy/energy-and-natural-resources/energy-statistics-and-modelling/energy-statistics/electricity-statistics




Getting started with solar
Key aspects for solar



Solar system aspects 
Solar gateway/energy 
management system 



Solar driven by incentives

Comparison with Australia
Australia New Zealand

Installed Capacity 45+ GW ~1.1 GW

Household take up 1 in 3 homes has solar 1 in 27

Electricity share 20%+ ~1%



Solar worldwide

Share of electricity production from solar, 2025

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-electricity-solar


Farmers move through a journey 
when thinking about solar.

Awareness Early Interest Early Research Deeper Evaluation Decision

Solar could be an 
option.

Is solar right for 
my farm?

How would this work 
on my farm?

Does this stack up 
financially?

Is this the right 
investment?

Farmers information needs evolve as they move through a journey with specific phases – from first 
becoming aware of solar, to exploring whether it’s relevant to their farm, through to deeper evaluation, and 
finally choosing whether and how to invest. At each stage, the questions farmers ask (and the information 
they need) change, meaning different types of data and content play different roles along the way.



Batteries and other technology
Update on what’s happening with battery energy storage and other 
emerging technology 



• No reason the trend won’t continue 
and technology advancements could 
improve the products even further.

• Solid State batteries not far from 
being commercialized.

Prices have been steadily falling



Energy storage



Promise of smart grids

Aggregation of Distributed Energy 
Resources (DERs) shows potential for 
system wide savings.

Virtual Power Plants (VPPs)



Solar on Farms Programme







Residential support



Breaking down home solar costs and savings | EECA

Residential Solar

https://www.eeca.govt.nz/for-homes/solar-for-homes/solar-costs-and-savings/




Staying up to date

You can email us at: 
solar@eeca.govt.nz

You can sign up to our newsletter here: 
Sign up for news | EECA

Call us on 0800 300 643

https://www.eeca.govt.nz/about/get-in-touch/sign-up-to-our-newsletters/


Ngā  mihi
eeca.govt.nz
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