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WHY IT MATTERS

 Early blight and several key potato pests have a high resistance risk 

 Sensitivity can change rapidly under repeated selection pressure

 Resistance is already affecting options here and overseas 

 Very few new modes of action being registered



WHAT’S REQUIRED BY INDUSTRY

 Proactive resistance management 

 Raising awareness amongst growers

 Industry-wide agreement on the key rules



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN NZ CONTEXT

 Historically, the NZ Plant Protection Society has been a wealth of information, guided by a 
volunteer committee. Less active in recent years – some info now missing/outdated

 A Lighter Touch has been involved in reinvigorating this space over the past few years, creating 
some example case studies, updating several resistance management strategies and launched an 
awareness campaign “Keep What Works Working”

 The ongoing protection of chemistry for use in crop protection requires sector ownership



 Often very 
technically 
heavy/wordy

Multiple sources of 
information

 Often a lack of 
specific information 
on product labels

 Generic advice

WHY RESISTANCE GUIDANCE CAN BE HARD 
TO USE



A POTATO-SPECIFIC RESISTANCE 
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

 Synthesise resistance management guidelines across fungicides, insecticides and herbicides into 
one place

 Translate generic recommendations into potato-specific guidance 

 Develop practical resources that support grower and advisor decision-making





What would help 
you apply resistance 
management in 
practice?



EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES FROM OTHER INDUSTRIES
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